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We wil begin with that Part of their Performance, 


in which they pretend to animadvert upon our Appeal; 
and will afterwards conſider . the other Parts of it. 


They ſay p. 27. that there are ſeveral: Fuctt erben | 
in the Appeal groundleſs; and they wiſh that, for our 


own Credit, we had forborne flat Contradiftwons to known 
Truth. And it ſeems, ſome Parts of the Appeal are fo 
romantick, that they have not the Air of Probability. 


And fo the Matter is fully decided, Bur it is eaſier to 


- tay Things are falſe, than to prove them ſo, 


3 taken from it) with a Dcſign to defeat Mr. Jace 
Settlement in that Place. And it is as well kno; on, ot, 
that ſometime before Michael Ochletree and James G_ 
went to. converſe with, Mr. Kennedy, rhe lama der 1 
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After this ſolemn Introduction to their conſidering 
the Facts in the Appeal, their Friends will think them- 


ſelves diſappointed, when they find, that there are only 


two or three inconſiderable e in it con- 
troverted. And it will, no doubt, add to their Surprize, 
if it be proved, that theſe Circumſlances are either ex- 


tremely probable, or abſolutely true, inſtead of their 


wanting an Air of Probability, and being 0 Contradic- 
tions to known 7 ruth. 


It is well known, that an Elder (William Atheſen) 
was ſent by Mr. Kennedy, ſome Years ago, with a Let- 


ter to a Member of the Congregation of Market-hill, to . . 


be handed about (as it was, having the Name and Dag 


went and ſpoke privately to one of theſe Men. 
euer, if chat Elder, whom we believe to be 


that we ** W. far wronged! bim gan 
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= Another Fact rb l in the Appeal is, that a 
good Number of the Subſcribers from the Congrega- 1 
tion of Market - hill, when they ſaw what Uſe had been "= 
made of their Names, retracted: But this is Fact. For 
the Paper preſented to Mr. Fergaſon, deſiring that theſe 
People might be diſmiſſed from his Miniſtry, bore the 
Names of no more than 21 Perſons, Whereis their 
firſt Commiſſion to the Presbytery of Dromore, ' was 1 
ed by 28, as they themſelves gave out. 


It is no leſs true, that we acced with great cum MN 
of Temper, without bearing hard on the Characters of il 

| our Neighbours. No Man can make it appear, that | v 

1 this wants he - fir of Probability; or is a c, WW 


to known Truth, 


The Presbytery of Dromore had told their Adherents 
at Market-hill, that the Reaſon why the late Synod di- 
vided the Presbytery of Armagh was Difference in Prin- 
ciple, among the Members of it. And one of the Mem- 
bers of the Presbytery of Dromore had aſſerted, that 
the Minutes of the Synod concerning ſaid Diviſthn were © 
falſe and unfair; and their Friends reported the ſame ü 
Thing through the Country, fr is, then, but a poor 
Eovaſion, to ſay after all this, that 77 is literally true, that il 
one of the Parties, at that Time, did den any Article =o 
CO 2ined in our Confeſſion. The golamittes, andthe Syn 4 * 
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What follows, in the Anſwer, is far from being as 


* 


literally true, as they pretend. The Members of the 


General Synod know, that they did all they could to de- 


| cline a publick Trial; that they moved for a private 
one by a Committee; that they produced before the Com- 
mittee the very Stories which are now publiſhed as the 
EKReaſons of their deſiring to be ſeparated from us, and 
ſeveral other little ſtories, which it is likely they are 
now aſhamed to make a more publick Uſe of; and that 
after a long hearing of them, the Committee formed the 
Minute mentioned in the Appeal, which was afterwards 
incorporated into the Records of the General Synod. And 


yet aſter all this, they have the Modeſty to ſay, that nei- 


ther Party had any Debate with the other about any 
| Article of the Confeſſion of Faith, becauſe we ſtill ex- 
| pefled a publick Tryal before the Synod, which the other 
Party inſiſted upon; and it was Time enough when we 
came upon our publick Trial. 


As to the Caſe of Mr, King, we are concerned, that 
he or any of our Readers ould have miſunderſtood us. 
He did, indeed, utter the Poſition mentioned in the A p- 
peal. But by mentioning it we intended nothing more 
than to ſhew, that theſe Gentlemen are liable to miſtake, 


as well as others, and that they are not fo perfectly una- 
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quence drawn from Mr. King's 
not his; nor did we mean to chagge him with it. NM 
7 = charitably be lieve that his uttering {ach A Poſiti 0 ” 


only the Effect of Superficial Thinking. 5 - = 


Thus, the whole Appeal, except theſe 

+ Circumflances, ſtands uncontroverted. A 
now plain, that theſe ought not to be cog 
cauſe bey are either certain oh very p 
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the whole of it may be taken for granted. Let the impar- 
tial Reader then, once more take a View of the Appeal, 
as it ſtands thus confirmed. Eſpecially let him attend to 
the laſt Sentence of it. We undertake to prove, to 
& the Conviction of honeſt Minds, that nor Difference 

c in Religious Sentiments, but other Things, were the 
* Cauſes of the Heats and Animoſities, which long 


« diſturbed the Peace of the old Presbytery of Ar- 
60 magh. 


We mult now undergo the Drudgery of following 
theſe Authors through the Account they give of the Riſe 


of our Differences; in which they have not ſucceeded 
better than they did in their pretended Anlwer to our 


Appeal. Bur firſt it is expedient to make a few Obſer- 
vations on their Introduction. 


Theſe Authors charge us ih diftruſling the Honeſty 
and Juſtice of the General Synod, which is a low Arrtifice, 


to prejudice Gentlemen againſt us, who may, perhaps, 
have the Cauſe between them and us, ſometime, under 
their Cognizance. But however the Presbytery of Dro- 
more might have wiſhed, in Order to the carrying on 
their Deſigns, that we had not appealed to the Pub- 
lick; we doubt not but every impartial Perſon will eaſi- 


Wxcduced us, to do ſomething 1 in our own Defence. 


og the contrary, might click not bee waited till the —_— 
which was to meet within a few. i 
hs, and not taken theſe extraordinary ſteps without. Bo 1 a 
Jy 5 of that venerable Body; and ſo not laid us I = 
] Peeſſity of doing what they here blame us for? 
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u,; if they mean, that we arc not Chriſtians, 48 


1 


1 

The Handful of People, for whom they oral ſo 
much Zeal, were not in ſuch hard Circumſtances, as 
rhey repreſent. Theſe of them, who could moſt incon- 
veniently go to the Place mentioned p. 11. were not 
more than two eaſy Miles of ' Turn-pike Road farther 
from It, than they were from Mar bei hill. 

Theſe Gentlemen need not be afraid, that the Pres- | _ 
bytery of Armagh are going to run away. Nor will we „ 
decline a fair Inquiry, W the Houſe on Fire. This - 
we have more than once offered to do already in the Ap- 1 
peal, which they have not taken Notice of, tho' the | is 
chief Point in Controverſy between us. 1 

© They ſay in the Beginning of p. 4. We will patiently | : 
bear the Cenſure of Enemies, and expe the Comꝑaſſion of C 
Friends, We will not envy them the Honour of, mak- pi: 
ing Friends by ſuch a Paper as we are now conſidering, oY 
or by ſuch a low Application to the Paſſions of their Rea- 


ders. As to our (elves, we have neither Friends nor E- 
nemies, that we know of, but as they are Friends, or 
Enemies to Truth and Jullice, 


As to their ſaying, Ie are very ſure, they are not of 4 


- 3 the Apoſtle did of thoſe concerning whom he 4c * 3 


this Phraſe, 1 John li, 19, we wiſh them more H „ 
"Fry 3 and we believe, that we need not vindicate ür — 
ſelves on that Head. But if they mean, that wt 
4 not of their Temper and Diſpoſitions, we 25 7 
| e that we are not of them, | 8 5 Ws 


Our Views, which they pretend to, * a) are te. 
beſt known to God, and to ourſelves We hope our : 


Aim, in all our Miniſtrations 4 to o pra note the Heß „ 8 1 
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Chriſtianity z to be inſtrumental in forming our Hearers W 
to Piety and Goodneſs. This, we will venture to fay, 
is our delightful Work. And we are concerned that we 
are, one Day, diverted from it by any Man. We have 
this to ſupport us under a Charge, as ſevere perhaps, 
as any that can be met with, in theſe Words; We are ve- 
ry ſure, they are not of us, and yet they won't leave us, 
with no other View, ſo far as we can ſee, but to clog us in 
our Affairs; artfully to divide and ſlander us; and by 
ſetting Fire to the Houſe, make their Eſcape in the Smoke. 
This Paflage the Authors, for their own Sake, ſhould 
1. review. 5 | 


75 


The Authors proceed to ſhew the Cauſes of their 
deſiring a Diviſion of the Presbytery of Armagh. And 
here, conſidering what Confuſion and Diſturbance their i 
+ Conduct has raiſcd in the Country, it might have been 
If expected, that they had ſomething very extraordinary Ml 
to ſay of us, to juſtify their having added ſo odd 
a Part; at leaſt, that we had denied, as had been 
induſtriouſly reported, ſome of the following Parts of 
Chriſtianiry ; The Eternal Godhead of our bleſſed Sa 
viour ; the Merit of his Obedience, Sacrifice, and 
Death; the Degeneracy and Corruption of Mankind; 
and the Neceſſity of Divine Grace to the beginning, 
carrying on, and finiſhing the Spiritual and Divine Lite. 
But theſe, and all other important Points of Chriſtianity Ml 
we are agreed in; and it is not, we believe, in the Power 
of our Adverſaries to ſhew, that we deny one Article of WW 
natural or revealed Religion. | e 
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bed to have been preparcd for the laſt General Synod, - if 
= - ought to have had another Title, than 4 Declaration n 
= Favor of Truth and was Liberty. In Order (this, 
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Aids and Influences of his Spirit.- 


tw 


we think it ſufficient to animadvert on two remarkable = 0 


ne of i it, which contain its Subſtanee. 119 


io Ol * 2 


Compromiſe among Church. Officers, in mutual forbeaFing 


; 1 | 
” The one this.” Nor do us bib biel I tb 1 
one another, in confeſſi ing or not confeſſing, requiring an Aſ- * a 


fent or not, to any revealed Truth, let any call it of ne- 11 þ 
ber fo little Importance; as little can we allow the leaft ” " 
them to be controverted, of contradicted, by any we af» 1 Z 
\ Frog with, Here let it be obſerved, that theſe Gen- P 
lemen pretend to the Knowledge of all revealed Truth 7 ha 
and that they make their Knowledge a Standard to all 
others, fo as not to allow the leaſt Variation from it : 8 
in any other Per lons, without OR: Communion 3 
with them. 3 * 
W.. readily acknowledge, thit it is the Buff r af by 
Ken to ſearch the Scriptures, and to embrace che Truths * 5 
therein revealed ;z and it greatly concerns them to be 1 
calm and deliberate in their Inquiries after Truth, and * 
to addreſs themſelves to the Father of Lights for the 


Alt is alſo a Scrip- 
_—— owned and ccktowlddged by every intel- 
igent Chriſtian, that whoever ſearches the Word of 
od in this manner, will diſcover ſo much divine Truth, 
as is neceſſary to Happineſs. The meek will he guide 
in Judgment, and the mcek will he teach his Way; Pſal. 
,Xxv. 9. But God has not promiſed to preſerve even the 
- beſt of Men from all Miſtakes in this imperfect State. An 
abſolute Freedom from all Errors is not the Condition = 
of our Acceptance with him If it were, who couldy — 
be ſaved ? It would not become the moſt know 
Man upon Earth thus to addreſs himſelf to Almight# 1 
S0 * Lord I confeſs the Irregularities of my T 
e per and Life before thee; but I ask no Pag 
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ec wyls If chargeable with any.” '% would be bold 
Preſumption to lift up one's Face to Heaven in this Man- 
ner ; and yet this, or ſomething like it, muſt be the 
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Language of theſe, who pretend to know all revealed 


Truth, and to have a Right to impoſe it upon others. 


Surely it is meet to be aid unto God, that which I know 
not, teach thou me; Job xxxiv. 32. and open thou mine Wl 
Eyes that I may behold wondrous Things out- of thy Law = 
Pfal. exix. 18. . _— 


Will any Man, who is conſcious of Human Frailty, 
venture calmly to affirm, that he apprehends the whole 


| Syſtem of revealed Truth; and is not miſtaken about 


the Meaning of one Text in the Bible? Whatever 
God has diſcovered therein is revealed Truth. And 
yer after the united Labours of Pious, Learned, and 
judicious Men for ſeveral Ages, the precious Treakurg 
is not yet exhauſted. ä 


Beſides, Men have different Capacities and different 
Means of Information and Improvement, which wil! 
unavoidahly occaſion ſome Diverſity of Sentiments, even 

where there are good WuerRgndings and honeſt Hearts. 


In ſhort theſe Gentlemen by revealed Tub, either mean 
what appears to them to be ſuch, or what certainly is 
ſo. If they mean the former, then they ought to exer- 
cile Forbearance towards ſome, who may not {ce every 
Thing in the ſame Light with them, The Re 7 — 


is becauſe they have no Security againſt being miſtaken ; 
io ome Points more than other good Men: a Doc- 


trine may appear to them to be revealed, which has 


no Foundation either in Reaſon or Scripture. Bur if by 
caſed Truth they mean what really is ſuch z the Quel- 
Wn jon. is, whether they are infallible, and free from all 
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Miſtakes ? Or whether ty are eertain, that they do 
not jadge amiſs in any Point of Revelation. 


As to us, we are ſo far from pretending to be in- 
fallible and free ſrom all Miſtakes, that we think it 
our Duty to obſerve the Apoſtle's Direction. But grow 
in Grace and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
| Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. iii. 18. 


The other Paſſage in the paper referred to, which 
we would obſerve upon, is Page 8. We are expreſly 
Forbidden (ſay they) to receive into our Houſes, or bid them 
F God ſpeed, who bring not the Doctrines of the Goſpel with 
them; 2 John 10. the Apoſtle's Words are, I there 
| come any unto you, and bring not this Doctrine, receive him 
not into your Houſe, neither bid him, God ſpeed, The 
Meaning of theſe Words is plain to any Man, who 
has Eyes to read, or a Heart to underſtand. The A- 
poſtie in the 7th 'verſe {peaks of many Deceivers, that are 


is come in the Fleſh. In the 8th ver. he adviſes Chriſtians not 
to be led by theſe Men to depart from their Chriſtianity, 
Then follows; I there come any unto you, and bring not 
this Doctrine, receive him not into jour Houſe, neither bid 
bim, God ſpeed: that is, if one does not receive Jeſus 
as the Chriſt, or Meſſiah promiſed in the old Teſtament, 
we ſhould not entertain him as an Inſtructor, nor wiſh 
him ſucceſs in propagating an Impoſture. And that for 
the Reaſon mentioned in the 7th ver. He is a Decerver 
and an Antichriſt ; that is, an Oppoſer of the Son of God, 
who confeſeth not, that he is come in the Fleſh, = © 


GentI-men ſhould 88 to underſtand Scripture 
be ſore they venture to quote it, or to build their Opi- 


entered into the World, who confeſs not that Jeſus Chriſt 


nions and Pructice upon it. Bur if our Adverſaries think, 
ECO are Ts 5 that { 
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that we are ſuch Enemies to Jeſus Chriſt, that thex 

ought not to receive us into their Houſes, we earneſt- 9 9 
ly pray, that their evil Tempers may be cured, and that WM 
they may not be void of that Charity, without which, MW 
the moſt. ſhining Profeſſion of Chriſtianity will avait. Y 


We know that Zeal for Truth is a commendable _} 
Quality; but at the ſame Time think that Holineſs -f 
Life, which is the End of all Religion, ſhould be as 
earneſtly contended for as Truth itſelf. And it would 
give us great Pleaſure to ſee a Declaration made by the 
| Presbytery of Dromore in Favour of Juſtice, Tempe- 
LY od rance, Sincerity, Charity, the Forgiveneſs of Injuries, 

the Love of Enemies, and the like, The Practice of 7 
theſe Virtues is as neceſſary ro Happineſs as the Belief 
of Truth. And while any Man docs not ſhew a due 
Regard for them, whatever Declarations he may make Wl 
in Favour of Truth, and for the Glory of God, will paſs Wi 
for Nothing with us, The Presbytery of Dromore may 
call upon us, if they pleaſe, to give Reaſons for our de- 
firing ſuch a Declaration. 


_ - Theſe Authors might have forbore to make mention 
of Family Quarrels, as we had paſſed them by in our Ap- 
peal. But ſince they have not, we cannot help ſaying, i 
that theſe Quarrels were as unnatural, as they were un- 
juſt; and that the Fomentors and Promoters of them ü 
were not acted by that Spirit, which is from above. 
Let the Presbytery of Dromore enter on this Subject, "i 
as ſoon as they pleaſe. _ 


Me proceed to the Caſe of Mr. Ferguſon who anſwers 


thus for himſelf: That he did not after Sermon ask 
= * the Advice of his Congregation, to which of theſe 

Presbyteries he ſhould join; but on the contrary toſd 
_—_ 5 . them, 
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them, that he was continued in the Presbytery of *|/ ba 
|} &. fr magh'by Appointment of the Synod, and would | T5 
& not join any other till the next Meeting of that 
Aſſembly; That they might then apply, if they pleaſ- the 
ed, to them, and he would go into any Meaſure that i = 
& would contribute to the good of the Congregation * 
„ That what follows did not paſs in the publick Aſſem- 
* phly but in the Seſſion-houſe; That indeed one of the 
«Elders there overtured that he ſhould join neither of 
& rhe Presbyteries till the Synod, and then join a third; 
„That he replyed, that he did nor incline to join the 
= © Presbytery of Dromore for the Reaſon mentioned in 

4 the Anſwer, viz. that a certain Member in it would «ls 
« not ſpeak to him; That he does not appre- | 
& hend that his mentioning the ſaid Reafon in the Seſſi- 
“on, and not in the publick Aſſemby, as is ſet forth in 
„ the Anſwer, without having firſt ſpoke of it to the 
& Perſon concerned, ought to be made equal, by any 
& candid Perſon, to the Treatment he met with, 
* which 1s fully ſet forth in the Appeal, to which the * 
6 Reader is referred; And that it never was the unanimou 
« Voice of the Congregation, that he ſhould join the +: 
« Presbytery of Dromore.” Thus far Mr. Ferguſon. 


We proceed now to conſider as extraordinary a Paſſage 
as, perhaps, ever entered into any Compoſition of this . 
Kind. If the Sermon ſaid to be preached at Market-hill, 1 


| and which is alledged to have awakened Jealouſies more þ 

than ever before, was really delivered by none of us, it | ſc 

= had been eaſy to have ſaid ſo; and to have prevented i; t! 

cour being ſuſpected for it. But this would have been 18 

too candid, and did not ſuit the Intention ot theſe Au- 

thors, | 

| 2 8 F 

Nay, inſtead of this, they as directly, as Words can h 


doit, fix that Matter on Mr. Ferguſon. For after ky * 
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have done the prineipal Parts of our Appeal. Let them 


a * ” - \ ” RT) , e ET ” 8 
* : a 
1 
1 1 
F | 
f £ 9 1 
: * a 4 


had ſaid, that the Doctrine preached: was, as they are cre- 
mighty to ask any Thing of him in the name of Jeſus Chrift, 
they add, But beſides this, that is, beſides this Opinion, there 
are ſeveral other Opinions, vented by this Appellant at 


Mar ſtet- Hill. 


What is here charged on Mr. Ferguſon is of a high - 
Nature, and as none but Infidels are capable of believ- 
ing or venting ſuch an Opinion, we dare venture to ſay, 
that no'Chriſtian Minitter can be juſtly chargeable with 
it, and that the Presbytery of Dromor e, or their Infor? 
mers, if the have any, cannot name fuch a one.— The 

Men who gave this. bold Stroke Where it was not 
deſerved, muſt anſwer for this Part of their Conduct be- 
fore him, who will judge righteouſly. And we hope 
and believe, the Revd. General Synod — _ 

rage raiſing and fomenting Parties in the Country by this 
Lind of Methods — 125 not the A Dro- 
more, or their Authors, paſs over this Matter, as they 


fix this Matter on Mr. Ferguſon, if they can. If they 


cannot, let them ſay, who it was preachedthe Sermon in 


Queſtion, and name their Informers, otherwile ler the 


impartial World judge what kind of Men they are. . 


We would have been obliged to cheſs Authors, if they 


had ſpoke our the other Stories, that are induſtriouſſy 
ſurmiſed through the Country to our Diſadvantage. If 
they had done us this Juftice, we could as caltly Vindi- 
cate ourſelyes as we have done in the Caſe above. related, 


As to the other Opinions ſaid to be vented by Mr, 
Ferguſon, we mult ſuſpend our Judgement, till we ſhall ſee 


him and his Accuſers Face to Face. That we intend to 


informed, his, that it is a Diſhonour to Gol AI. 
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| & fa, with all convenient Speed, may be ſeen by « our 
| Glowing Minute. 


At A butt vrün t held at Ing Je he 
Ap "6. "a 10 


R. Ferguſon obſerved to this n that 
8 c ſeveral Things had been ſaid to his Diſad» 
A '« vantage, in an anonymous Paper lately publiſtied, and 
1 . that James Gray, Michael Ochletree, John Greir, Samuel 
3 28 1 Me. Castie, Jubm Mar ſhel, Hugh I hite, John Armſtrong, 
David Clements, and Jobn Gref, had been therein named, 
„ as Perſons, who had (et forth the ſame. He deſired 
& that this Presbytery would take Cognizance of this 
« Affair, and ſaid he did not doubt ſhewing that rhe ſaid 
2 Allegations againſt him are either faile, or not relevant. 


rs, 


3 Hike The Presbytery cannot refuſe complying with Mr, 
| - en guſon's Deſire. Accordingly we do hereby ap- 
int that the ſaid James" Gray, Michael Ochletres, 
John Greir, Samuel Mc. Caskie, John Marſbel, . Hugb 
& White Jobn Armſtrong, David Clements, and John Gretr, 

« "ſhall be defired dy our Moderator and Clerk ro attend | 
« the next Meeting of our Presbytery at Market-hill, the 


| > & Deſire that theſe People ſhould attend i is to run in the 
3 * following Words. Whereas it is alledged i in a Pa- 
i per lately publiſhed that the Revd. Mr. George Fergu- 


ien had vented certain bad Principles, and whereas you 


E are named therein as a Witneſs of the ſame: This is 
1 earneſtiz to defire and obteſt you, as you regard 
« the M of Truth and Juſtice, to appear at our next 
4 Preab ytety to fit at Mar bes- hill the 11th of July next, 
„ rhere to give your Teſtimony in this Affair — A Copy 
e of this Defire to n to d enen of che Perſons above 
505 * 


« I Ithof July next, to give Evidence in this Affair. Our 
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*. 


ed againſt Mr. Ferguſon, ſo neither will we, at this 


upon them. This might be ſuppoſed prejudgeing a 
to do to any Judicatory whatſoever. 


that Chriſtian Societies would not act very wiſely, if they 
would require their Miniſters to teach only theſe Doc- 


vince them, that they ſpeak the Truth as it is in Jeſus, 
they muſt not be followed implicitly by them. But 


the impartial Study of the Scriptures, that they maß 
daily improve in Divine Knowledge. If it be the Duty JF 


ed, there can be no Reformation in ſuch Societies as fk 
hold corrupt Principles, nor would the Reformation 


Means to prepare them to receive Truth in ſuch. Points, 
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As we cannot now judge concerning the Fadts alledg- ; 
Time, examine the Reaſoning of theſe Authors founded 


Cauſe, into which we we intend fairly, publickly, and 
impartially to enquire, without giving up our Right ſo 


In tho mean Time we think it not unfair to obſerve, 


trines, whigh they had embraced previouſly to their Ser- 
tlement among them. If their Miniſters cannot con- 


the People ſhould cheriſh the Love of Truth, be open * 
to Conviction, and ſhould encourage their Teachers in 


of People always to adhere to what they at firſt receiv- i 


itſelf ever have taken Place. Popery in that Caſe muſt 
be Popery without Oppoſition. The Miniſter is to 
give himſelf to Reading, that his profiting may appear 
unto all. And the People ſhould impartially liſten ra: 
Inſtruction. Above all, they ſhould practiſe what they 
know to be their Duty: For this is one of the beſt nM 


as are more difficult. 
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It would be an unſupportable Drudger 
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both to us, 
and to the Reader, to follow thefe Authors through | 
all the weak and unfair Things they have ton gur 
in their Performance. We ſhall content ourſelves with 
inſtancing in a few of them. * EO 
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lt is inden to Truth and to us, to fay- we ever 


| ſent or employed any Spies, to watch the Presbyrery 
of Dromore, To put a ſtop to Allegations of that kind 
for the future, ler them name the Man they think 
Vas ſo ſent or employed, and he ſhall deny it, Oath, 
before a Magiſtrate. a 


There are not, we believe, many People of their 


Opinion, that our Letter to them was an angry one. 
© Much leſs did it diſcover a determined W of 


I. nature according to theirs, 


" Theſe Authors hint p. 23, that our Congregations 


þ. ſhould diſmiſs us, even with a Staff and a pair of Shoes. 


Ic is but a mall thing with them to turn Families a- 
drift; But we know our People two well to be afraid 


that ſuch ill natured Hints wil have much Influence 


| ypon them. 


That there is a low Affectation of Wit and 
want of Graviy will not want many Words to prove 


to any intelligent Perſon, who conſiders the follow- 


mg Expreſſion 1 in it : Needs your Catholick Charity to conceal 
* This is an Itch, which we can neither prevent nor cure. 


| 5 hardeſt of all to find an impartial World any where 


bk belvww the Moon, whether Te cannot joilow you, if you lodge 


ii bcre. 


Rx 
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Theſe Authors alledge, without Ground, that we 


F had protrafted the Affair of Market-hill for many Months. 
*# did not protract it one Month, or one Day, 
; The diſcontented People i in that Place never did apply 


to us before the 6th of March. Which Appiication we 
would have conſidered upon the ſpor, had it not been 


for the inſuperable Reaſons againſt it mentioned in our 


* 2* Minuze. 


\ 


N 


R 


r a one net a os 


1 1 & Q 2 e N * 4 
rs l "Wo : nne TEE * 
* N - 1 , 
| 
- 9 « 
[ | ] | 
, 2 


ed to prepare themſelves, 


% 


The Story on which the Authors raiſe ſuch an Out- 
cry p. 257. and which they pretend to be equal to their 
extraordinary Proceeding at Marłet- hill, was no more 
than this. There were ſome Members of Mr. Kenntdy's' if 
Congregation, who lay ſo contiguous to Lurgan, that 
in the late Rev'd Mr. Fleming's Time, they took f 


in the Meg-houſe of that Place, and often Wn 
thither ti Sermon, tho' they ſtill continued hen 
cial Memes of Tilliliſb Congregation, and ſometimes 


went thither alſo. . 


1 Po Bos, cs HG 
It is a Miſtake, that the general $5zod ever allowed 


diſſatisfied Perſons to ask or obtain Diſmiſſes for any 


ſuch Reaſon, as the Authors mention. Nor did they MW 
ever allow ſuch Diſmiſſes to be asked or obtained in ſuch - 
an irregular Way, as has been followed by the People 

of Market-hill, and the Presbytery of Dromore. They 
indeed reſolved at London-Derry in the Year 1722. that 
they would not impoſe upon the Conſciences of ſuch of their 


People, as ſcrupled Submiſſion to the Miniſtry of their Mon- 


ſubſcribing Brethren. But at the ſame Time they e:? 
plained what they meant hereby in the Caſe of Bela, 


Minute. And we propoſed Delaying the Conſideratis 
on of it for theſe Reaſons only till the ioth of Aprit, 
and fo long Time was certainly neceſſary for all concern-- 


by appointing, that ſuch as wanted Diſmiſſes from the Ml 


Nonſubſcribing Miniſters of that Place, ſhould tate 1e 


uſual Methods hitherto followed in this Churth. 


The Gentlemen have forgot themſelves, when they 
ſay p. J. that our acting in a Subſerviency of the nonde- 


claring Principle occaſioned ſome Heats, when they honeſtly 


Wo.” 
4 > 
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gave their Opinion, &c. There never were any Heats in 


the Presbytery of Armagh, on the Heads they menti- 
: | | C 0 | | o. 


0 


.* . EP i | ; . 
Von. Our Heats always had another Spring, as we have 
5 fl f. . | a . 
Otten L aid o &- - - 


| groundleſs, by which they make the Report, which was 
the Occaſion of that Advertiſement, their own. They 
= endeavoured to ſupport their Aſſertion at firſt by alledg- 
ing, that ſome of the Complainants at Market - hill 
were flouted and mocked by ſome of the Members of 


lained, it amounts to no more than that one of 
| at that Pres- 


would not ſpoil the Sabbath with him. 


But what will any impartial Perſon ſay of their in- 
trending to have it believed, that this happened on the 
th of March at Four-milehouſe ; whereas it did really 
happen at Market-bill near ſeveii Months before? With 
this View they carry the Account of ir forward to 
| our Meeting at the former Place. And to lead the 
Reader ſtill farther into this Opinion, they ſay it way 


hill he was ſo from being one, that he expreſly told 
us, he would muke no. Application to us, But the 
worlt of all is, they give it as a Reafon why they ar 
length ſuppiyed theſc People, that their Averſion to 
us grew itronger, becauſe their Commiſſioner was 
mocked aud gficuted, by which nothing leſs cap be ſaid 
5 355 erf HννννHeä g than 
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The Authors ſay p. 22. that our Advertiſement is 


mer resbytery of Armagh. But when this comes to be 


& they Wapld give him the Pulpit on a W Day, but 


theſe People's Commiſſioner, who was fo treated. Gray 
was a Commiſſioner at Four-milehouſe, But at Market- 
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tain one Sgholar- like Cole alen We 

thors will, upon a calm Kerl of theig Man- 
ner of W gg, venture ta defend It, 

without and Miſrepreſentations of Þ 


While they and we are declaring in. Favour of Trut, 


* 21 * (999) 


ey intended to have it believed, . CY 
boſe where James Gray was a Come 
miſſioner, Mat he met with this Treatment. This is 1 
not of ſo great Conſequence as their charging the Ser- 
mon at Market-hill on Mr, Ferguſon, but it as much 
ſhews their Inclination to impoſe upon the Reader, 


than that t 


oe: * ; 9M my 
Thus we have ſubmitted to a very ah agreca 


Task, to the Examination of a A which 12 
a violent and bitter Spirit, a 


did, never M ſerve the Cauſe of Truth . = 


ouſneſs: Whereever theſe appear incontroverſial - 
W ritings, they plainly ſhew, that there ig ſome unna» 
' tural Ferment in the Breaſts of the Authors We 

reckon it an Unhappineſs to be called off from: our 
proper Work as Miniſters, and to be obliged to write 
in Defence of our Characters: But theſe we could 
not ſuffer to be torn from us, becauſe our Uſefulneſs . 
in Life does, in ſome Meaſure, depend upon them. 
May God forgive the Men, who have laid us under 
the diſagreeable Neceſſity of doing this! And when 

they ſhall ſtand before the Judge of the World, may 
they obtain that Mercy and Kindneſs from him, which, 


in many Inſtances, they have refuſed to ſhew us. 


may we all be influenced by the Wiſdom that is from 
above, which is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and «61 N 
zo be intreated, full of Mercy and 10 F Fruits, wit bout b 
Pariiality and without Hipecriſy. 9 
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